CHAPTER  V

National Independence and Internationalism

IN the relations between states, as in the relations of groups
within a single state, what is to be desired is independence
for each as regards internal affairs, and law rather than
private force as regards external affairs. But as regards
groups within a state, it is internal independence that must
be emphasized, since that is what is lacking; subjection to
law has been secured, on the whole, since the end of the
Middle Ages. In the relations between states* on the
contrary, it is law and a central government that are
lacking, since independence exists for external as for
internal affairs. The stage we have reached in the aflairs
of Europe corresponds to the stage reached in our internal
affairs during the Wars of the Roses, when turbulent
barons frustrated the attempt to make them keep the
king's peace. Thus, although the goal is the same in the
two cases, the steps to be taken in order to achieve it are
quite different
There can be no good international system until the
boundaries of states coincide as nearly as possible with the
boundaries of nations.
But it is not easy to say what we mean by a nation.
Are the Irish a nation? Home Rulers say yes, Unionists